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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 014833 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR , LI, KN 

SUBJECT: GOL TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
NORTH KOREA 

REF: (A) MONROVIA 340 (B) SEOUL 474 


1. ROK FIRST SECRETARY PAK RECENTLY MADE REPRESENTATION 
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS ON SUBJECT OF GOL/NK RELATIONS. HE 
SAID ROKG WAS CONCERNED BY DECEMBER 20 JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
FROM PYONGYANG ESTABLISHING RELATIONS, AND REQUESTED 
THAT USG SEEK TO INFLUENCE GOL NOT TO EXCHANGE MISSIONS 
OR AMBASSADORS, CITING PREVIOUS INSTANCES OF SIMILAR 
USG ACTION WITH AF GOVERNMENTS, KENYA IN 1964 AND CHAD 
IN 1969. PAK SAID ROK EMBASSY WAS MAKING SIMILAR 
APPROACH TO LIBERIAN AMBASSADOR HERE AND LATER REPORTED 
AMBASSADOR HAD PROMISED TO ADVISE GOL TO WITHHOLD EX- 
CHANGE. 
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2. IT IS NOT CLEAR FROM HERE EXACTLY WHAT HAS BEEN 
AGREED. PYONGYANG PRESS HAS CARRIED THE FOLLOWING TEXT 
OF A JOINT COMMUNIQUE REPORTEDLY ISSUED IN PYONGYANG 
DECEMBER 20. QUOTE. THE DPRK GOVERNMENT AND THE 
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA GOVERNMENT AGREED UPON ESTABLISHING 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AT AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES AND EXCHANGING DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES 
WITH THE AIM OF DEVELOPING THE RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP 
AND COOPERATION IN ALL FIELDS ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
COMPLETE EQUALITY, SOVEREIGNTY, AND NON-INTERFERENCE 

IN EACH OTHER'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. END QUOTE. WE 
INFER FROM THIS STATEMENT AND PAR’S REPRESENTATION 
THAT ISSUE IS EXCHANGE OF MISSIONS OR AMBASSADORS 
RATHER THAN AGREEMENT ON RECOGNITION. WE ALSO NOTE 
THAT GOL SEEMS IN NO HURRY TO GO BEYOND INITIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE IF EMBASSY IN LOW-KEY MANNER WOULD 
INFORM GOL THAT WE WOULD HOPE ANY EXCHANGE OF MISSIONS 
WITH NORTH KOREA COULD BE DEFERRED AT LEAST FOR THE TIME 
BEING. EMBASSY MIGHT POINT OUT THAT ROKG ON JANUARY 18 
TOOK MAJOR INITIATIVE IN PROPOSING TO NORTH CONCLUSION 
OF NON-AGGRESSION PACT. NORTH HAS NOT YET RESPONDED 
BUT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCE STATES FRIENDLY TO ROK MIGHT 
CONSIDER WHETHER SUCH ACTION FAVORABLE TO NORTH WOULD 
BE HELPFUL TO THIS CONSTRUCTIVE ROK INITIATIVE. IN MORE 
GENERAL TERMS EMBASSY COULD POINT OUT THAT WHILE ROK HAS 
PUBLICLY STATED WILLINGNESS TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH ALL NATIONS, COMMUNIST STATES HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
WILLING TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH SEOUL. IN ORDER 

FOR ROK TO SUSTAIN ITS OWN INTERNATIONAL POSITION, AS 
WELL AS TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE ON NORTH KOREANS TO MOVE 
TOWARD MORE CONCILIATORY ATTITUDE, WE BELIEVE IT 
IMPORTANT THAT FRIENDS OF ROK POSTPONE PLANS FOR EXPAN- 
SION OF CONTACTS WITH NORTH KOREANS, UNTIL WE SEE SOME 
INDICATIONS OF RECIPROCAL TREATMENT FOR THE SOUTH. KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ESTABLISHMENT, POLITICAL STABILITY, FOREIGN RELATIONS, VISITS, FOREIGN MINISTERS 
MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE014833 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EHKELLY/PWKRIEBELSB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 21 /aaaaatht.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: (A) MONROVIA 340 (B) SEOUL 474 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 JUN 2002 by rowelle0>; APPROVED <26 DEC 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOL TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA 
TAGS: PFOR, LI, KN 
To: MONROVIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



